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Children and Vulnerable Adult Protection Policy

Introduction

Craven Pothole Club LTD recognises and understands its responsibilities and requirements
to protect both children and vulnerable adults from abuse.

Craven Pothole Club aims to recognise, respond and report any form of abuse to the
appropriate authorities be that childrens social care, adult social care and/or the police.
Craven Pothole Club LTD maintains a safeguarding ethos whereby children and vulnerable
adults are protected from abuse.

Craven Pothole Club LTD recognises the importance of keeping children and vulnerable
adults safe and their right to protection from abuse.

Craven Pothole Club LTD will deal with all Child and Vulnerable Adult Concerns in a
confidential manner.

Purpose

An effective safeguarding policy is one which provides clear direction and sets out clearly the
expectations of Craven Pothole Club LTD in reference to children and vulnerable adults.

Legislative/Quality Framework

This policy has been written and will be implemented in-line with legislation established
by the Children Acts 1989 and 2004.

The protection of vulnerable adults contributes to the wider safeguarding agenda and
this policy operates in conjunction with statutory guidance for reporting concerns

Additional Legislation and Guidance (please note this list is not exhaustive).

*  Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018)

*  Mental Capacity Act 2005

*  Human Rights Act 1998

*  The Equality Act 2010 (Including the Public Sector Equality Duty)
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Definitions
Children: Child(ren) means everyone under the age of 18
Vulnerable Adults: Vulnerable adults are those 18 years or over who are or may be

eligible for community care services, and whose independence and well-being would
be at risk if they did not receive appropriate health and social care support.

Adult safeguarding is about preventing and responding to concerns of abuse, harm or neglect
of adults.

Parent / Legal Parental Responsibility: “parental responsibility” means all the
rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority which by law a parent of a child
has in relation to the child and his property. It also includes the rights, powers and
duties which a guardian of the child’s estate (appointed, before the commencement
of section 5, to act generally) would have had in relation to the child and his property
(Children Act 1989, Section 3/5)

Child and Vulnerable Adult Protection

Craven Pothole LTD is aware of its responsibility to act in order to protect children and
vulnerable adults from the four below categories of abuse:

* Neglect
*  Physical abuse
*  Sexual abuse

Emotional abuse

Abuse is a form of maltreatment of a child or vulnerable adult, by another person or persons
in a way that causes significant harm, or affects health, development or wellbeing. Somebody
may abuse or neglect a child or vulnerable adult by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to
prevent harm. Children or vulnerable adults may be abused in a family or in an institutional
or community setting, by those known to them or, more rarely, by others (e.g. via the
internet). They may be abused by an adult or adults, or another child or children. This also
includes child- on-child abuse, sexual violence and sexual harassment.



4.5 Craven Pothole Club LTD understands the wider categories of safequarding include:
*  Bullying, including online bullying and prejudice-based bullying
* Racist, disability and homophobic or transphobic abuse
* Gender based violence/violence against women and girls
e Child-on-child abuse, such as sexual violence and harassment
* Radicalisation and/or extremist behaviour
»  Child sexual exploitation and trafficking
*  Child criminal exploitation, including county lines
» Serious violent crime

» Risks linked to using technology and social media, including online bullying; the risks of
being groomed online for exploitation or radicalization; and risks of accessing and
generating inappropriate content, for example ‘sexting’

* Teenage relationship abuse
*  Upskirting
*  Substance misuse

* Issues that may be specific to a local area or population, for example gang activity and
youth violence

* Domestic abuse
* Female genital mutilation
* Forced marriage

e Fabricated or induced illness
* Poor parenting

e Homelessness
* So-called honour-based violence or faith-based violence

*  Other issues not listed here but that pose a risk to children and vulnerable adults

5. Craven Pothole Club LTD - Caving

5.1 Craven Pothole Club LTD will not act as ‘In Loco Parentis’ for Children (U18's)

5.2 Craven Pothole Club Ltd considers that in any caving or mine exploration activity safety of
the participants and conservation of the cave is of paramount concern at all times.

5.3 Underlying this it must be understood that Craven Pothole Club Ltd does not proactively
promote the participation of children or vulnerable adults in caving or mine exploration. It
takes this stance for a number of reasons:
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caving can often be a strenuous activity requiring a healthy physical and mental approach

a working knowledge of weather patterns & limestone hydrology can be vital for safe caving
caves are a strictly limited physical resource that deserve a mature appreciation of their
conservation requirements.

In Loco Parentis: A parent (Legal Parental Responsibility) who is a member of the club may give
consent to anyone they wish to take their child caving. This is an arrangement between the parent
and the person taking the child. The person taking the child will be in loco parentis and this
requires them to exercise a duty of care that would be provided by a reasonably prudent parent.
If an adult is acting in loco parentis, the parent is nominating them (not the club). At all times it
must be clear precisely who has the duty of care at any given moment.

Whilst it is not a requirement, Craven Pothole Club LTD has taken the decision that a consent form
is used for situations where an under 18 is attending with an adult in loco parentis, see Appendix
1 for the form.

When taking another person’s child caving it is advised to inform both the parent and child about
the nature of the activities to be undertaken and any arrangements, so they can decide whether
they are happy with these or decline the offer if they are not. It is important that they are not only
informed about the activities, but also understand the nature of them and the risks attached. The
parent must be making an informed decision. Further information to support this decision can be
supported by the BCA website and BCA good practice guidelines can be found via the below link:

Safeguarding - British Caving Association (british-caving.org.uk)

5.5 An individual nominated in Loco parentis will be nominated prior to any caving activity
taking place. The Voluntary Meet Coordinator will not fulfil the role of Loco Parentis. The
Voluntary Meet Coordinator will be informed of who is in Loco Parentis and that the consent
form has been completed.

5.6 Inclusive of 5.1 to 5.4 where there is a breach in the expectation outlined the CPC LTD
Committee will take appropriate and reasonable action.

Caving Club Hut and Premises

Craven Pothole Club LTD will not take responsibility for children (U18s) using the caving club hut
(Ivy Cottage/Riverside/Bridge End) it is expected that any child residing/using the CPC LTD
premises will be supervised by a parent (Legal Responsibility).

Children are not permitted to hold keys for the premises or use the premises without the
supervision laid out in 6.1

When signing a child in to reside at the club hut a parent (Legal responsibility) must provide a
signature in the ‘check in book’ by doing so they understand that they are responsible for the
child and not the club.

If staying overnight, the parent (Legal Responsibility) recognises and understands the nature of
the accommodation and the likely sleeping arrangements.


https://british-caving.org.uk/about-bca/safeguarding/

6.5 Inclusive of 6.1 to 6.4 where there is a breach in the expectation outlined the CPC LTD Committee
will take appropriate and reasonable action.

7. Roles and Responsibilities

Craven Pothole Club LTD has no investigative role where child and vulnerable adult protection
is concerned. This is a matter for police and children's and adult’s social care. However, Craven
Pothole Club LTD has a responsibility to provide a safe environment and have a responsibility
to act to safeguard children and vulnerable adults.

Craven Pothole LTD have a responsibility to report abuse to the authorities stated in section
1.1

8. Reporting a Concern and Recording Action Taken

Anyone who is concerned about a child’'s or vulnerable adult’s welfare, or who
believe that a child or vulnerable adult may be at risk of abuse, should pass any
information to Craven Pothole Club LTD (The Chair of the Committee)

Craven Pothole Club LTD will report concerns of abuse to Childrens Social Care or
Adult Social Care. This will be reported directly to the local authority the child or
vulnerable adult resides (Lives) in.

Where the police are contacted this will be via contacting the police on 101 (none
urgent) or 999 (Urgent, the child or vulnerable adult is at significant risk of harm).
A police log number will be attained and kept on record.

If a child or vulnerable adult is in immediate danger, the Police should be notified
or if they are in need of urgent medical attention an ambulance should be called.

All concerns, discussions and decisions made and the reasons for those decisions will be
recorded centrally by Craven Pothole Club LTD these will be kept in line with the data
protection act and GDPR law.

9. Information Sharing

9.1 Craven Pothole Club LTD adopts the information sharing protocols recommended in local and
national guidance. Any requests for information sharing will be considered by Craven Pothole
Club LTD

9.2 Craven Pothole Club LTD will retain child and vulnerable adult protection records for
children for a 10-year period following when the initial referral was received.



10.  Monitoring and Review

10.1 The policy will be reviewed annually by Craven Pothole Club LTD

11. Management Responsibility

Craven Pothole Club LTD has overall responsibility for this policy.

12. Dissemination

12.1 Craven Pothole Club Website

Supporting Links:

Reporting child abuse and neglect | NSPCC



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/
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Appendix 1
Craven Pothole Club LTD

Consent Form: Children and Vulnerable Adults

Confidentiality and data protection: the information given on this form will be shared with: a) The club’s
committee b) The specific adults who are providing the activities c) Only if necessary, local authorities, if
safeguarding action or medical treatment are required.

Name of child or VUINEIaBIE @AUIL: ..o eeeeeeee s esesanes
AE! oo Date Of Dirth: ... s

State any medical conditions they have, and any medication they take:

State any dietary reqQUIrEMENTS: ...ttt ss s seseees .

State any special needs, and in the case of vulnerable adults, what their vulnerability is:

Please describe how much caving they have already done, if any, and give the names of the caves
VISITEA If YOU KNOW TNEIM. ..cooieoi ettt sttt s s

Supervision — please tick the statement below

o | am entrusting the care of my child or vulnerable relative, to a long-term family friend who will act on
my behalf. | understand that this is a personal agreement between me the parent and the individual |
have named below.

The name of that adult is:
Medical consent

In the event of illness or an accident requiring emergency hospital treatment, | authorise the adult
named above in care of my child/relative, to sign on my behalf any written form of consent required by
the hospital authorities after all reasonable attempts to contact me have taken place.



